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lil.Y  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Roport  of  the  Medic al  Of.'ficur  of  iioa  1th. 
1946. 


Mr  .Chair •.ir.n,?'-rs  Willians  and  Guntloi-ion, 

I ho^  to  suonlt  ny  annual 

report  on  tho  sanito.ry  conditions  and  the  statu  of  the  public 
health  in  the  Eay  Urban  District  for  tho  yuar  1946. 

In  tho  preparation  of 

this  report  I have  ondoavourod  to  d^.al  briefly  v/ith  all  natters 
within  my  responsibility  ro^ardini,?  public  health  and  preventive 
nodicine  and  I h^’vo  included  all  tho  subjects  specifically 
requested  by  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  in  Circular  28/46.'" 


SECTION  1.  GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Statistical  Sunraary  for  tho  year  1946. 

^-roa 370  acres. 

Population  (Census  1931) 1509. 

Population  (Estinatod  at  nidsuintor  194S).c<.... 1345. 

Nunbor  of  inliabited  houses  470. 

Live  Births.  Hales.  Ponalos.  Total.  Rate  per  1000 

'Lo^tinato.  8.  13.  21;  15.6.  Pop. 


Illogitiinatu , 

2. 

1. 

3. 

2.1 

lo. 

I'x  • 

24. 

rrr? 

Still  Births,  Nil. 

deaths  from  all  causes. 

12, 

8. 

20. 

14.7, 

ioaternal  Deaths,  Nil. 

Deaths  under  1 year. 

TTlXXnY'ant'sE  . '.“.T.  Rat  e per  1000  live  births ...  ,41. 
Legit ino.tu  infant s . . Ni  1 . 

Deaths  from  special  causes , 

Inf  octicus  disease’. . . .TMT. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  systera 2. 


Other  tuberculous  disease .nil. 

Cancer *3. 


i.FvEi. . 

Tho  district  c<f  Ha^/  is  a small  urean  area  of  370  acres 
forning  part  of  the  County  of  Breconshire.lt  is  situated  in  the 
nc  rtbern  part  of  the  County  and  adj>.  ins  the  cuuntius  of 
Radnorshire  and  Herefordshire. 

The  surrounding  district  is  agricultural  in  nature  and 
farming  is  the  predominant  occupation  of  the  surrounling  residents, 

POPULATION.  Census  1931 .... 1509  . 

1939,  1940.  1941. 1942,  1943.  1944.  1945.  1946, 

1329.  1386.  1556.  1409.  1450.  1420.  1344.  1545. 

The  above  figures  are  the  Registrar  General’s  estimated  figures 
for  the  various  years  and  apply  only  to  tho  civilian  population. 

It  would  app'jar  that  tho  population  had  dropped  a little  by 
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1939  frou  the  last  census  fi'^urc.It  then  incroasud  to  a maxinun 
in  1941  and  now  is  a little  higher  than  the  1939  figure. 

The  n-uiTibor  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  district  is  470  giving  an 
average  nuiabor  of  2,8  persons  per  house,  ^ 


BIRTHS. 
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The  birthrate  f ■ .r  the  year  unler  review  was  lower  than  the 
r Vo rage  for  the  whole  of  hngland  and  Walos. 


D^h.THS. 

amongst 

table 


After  taking  into  account  the  outv^fardly  and  inv/ardly 
transforablo  deo.ths  the  net  number  of  deaths  registered 
residents  in  the  district  is  shov/n  in  the  following 
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It  will  be  obSoTvod  that  the  deathrato  for  1946, although  lower 
than  for  many  years, was  still  higher  than  the  average  for  the 
whole  of  England  and  Walos, 


STILL  BIRTHS. 


Kales.  Fenalos,  Total.  Rato, 
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It  will  bo  observed  that  very  fev/  still  births  occur  in  the 
district , 

IHFANTILL  MORTALITY,  This  is  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  in 
' ^ children  of  und.>r  one  year  of  age. 
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Hay 
^ 

Urban  District. 

The  rate 

is  calculated 

per  1000  llvvC  births 

• 

Ma.l  e s . 

Penal  0 

3.  Total. 
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than  tho  avtirago 


Ponalos, . .8. 


Cause . I lal o s o Penal o s . 

Puluonary  tuborculcci s ...  o»o  1 „ o.,  .0. 1 . 

G-'ncor  stoiaach.  ................  ......  0.  .....  1 , 

Caiicor  other  sites 1 ......  1 , 

Intracranial  Vascular  lesions  ....... .1-,  .....  2. 

lioart  .’.iseas  e 5 1 . 

Bronchit i s 0 . . . . . . 1 . 

Congenital  naif orj/iations , birth 

injuries . . 1 .0. 

All  other  causes .0.  ....  .1. 

Tho  deaths  are  classifiod  unC.er  the  headingc  given  in  the  nov; 
Abridged  List  of  Causes. 

ILLLGITIMACY . Tho  number  of  Illegitimate  births  registered  as 
belonging  to  residents  cf  the  district  in  1946 

ari'/ 'unt el  to  3 . 

?Ii-Tx^RIYX  I [QKTi LITY . There  v/ere  no  deo.ths  during  the  year  v/hich 

could  be  attributed  to  childbirth. 

SLCTIOd  2.  GLHLillL  PROVISIONS  OF  HLALTE  SLRVICLS. 


Public  Health  Officers . Owing  to  the  amalgamation  cf  the  staff 

of  Hay  Piural^  1‘ainscr  stlo  and  Hay  Urban 
’Which  occurred  during  the  year  certain  changes  took  place  in  tho 
public  health  officers. On  the  1st  September  yaur  sanitary 
inspect':  r, Mr  .V/.D.tfbrgans  juhdert' elm  tli>-  duties  of  survcj/cT  to  the 
three '.above- district s and  Mr  .G.G.'mvans  .who  was  the  sanitary 
inspector  for  Hay  Rural  district ^became  tho  new  sanitary 
inspector  for  the  three  districts .These  arrangements  were  in 
force  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Laboratory  J^cilijtij^.  During  the  year  laboratory  facilities 

^vero  available  at  Herofc’r I, Cardiff , 
Nov/port, Carmarthen, Swansoa,Abcryst-ir/th  and  Brecon. All  v^oder 
scmples  were  sent  to  tho  Public  Analyst  for  the  Oconty  at 
Carmarthen  v.drllst  any  investigation  required  in  tho  control 
of  in'fectious  disease  c uld  be  porfiorned  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Cardiff  and  at  Hereford. 

All  tho  milk  testing  v»ras  dene  by  the  National  Milk  Testing  and 


The  infantile  mortality  rate  v;as  a little  l^^wor 
for  the  whole  of  Lngland  and  Wales « 

/.nalysis  of  Causes  of  Deaths.  Halos... 12. 
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Hr.y  Ur  13  c.n  District. 

Advisory  LoTDorc.t.ry  at  Brocon, 

i\i;ibul 0.11  c o F g c i 1 i t i o s , Tliero  was  no  chan^o  in  the  arranf^erionts 

oxistiny  for  the  conversance  of  sick  persons 
in  the  iistrict  .Patients  suffering;,  from  infectious  disease  werv^ 
conver/ed.  to  hospital  hy  private  car,  a systen  not  p;ithout  ^ 

dis  advent  ages  .The  St.John's  A-'.hulance  Association  -:iot  the  noods 
of  tho  oth^-.r  patients  requiring  rv:;  oval  to  hospital, 

liome  Nursin'.>  The  a.rrn.ngor;ont s made  by  the  local  district 
nursin:-]  association  render  the  services  of  a 
trained  nurse  available  for  any  family  in  thu  district  on 
payment  of  a s:"all  contribution, Such  provisions  doSv^rve  overy 
oncoura.gor.iont  and  support, 

Treatiiont  Centres  and  Clinics,  hatornity  and  Child  Welfare 

Clinics , adi'iinistorcd  by  thvv 

County  Council, are  held  regularly  at  Wesley  Hall, Oxford  Road, 
ihitv^-natal  clinics  and  facilities  for  the  treatment  of  minor 
ailm>^nts , dental , orthopaedic  and  eyo  defects  are  also  available. 
These  are  also  o.driini stored  by  the  County  Council 

In  addition  clinics  aro  hold 

regularly  by  mo  at  the  Council  Offices, in  the  morning  of the 
2nd  Thursday  in  each  month, for  the  immunisation  of  children 
agains t diphther i a , 

Ho'spitAl_s,  The  hospital  needs  of  the  r osidonts  of  the  district, 
_ diseases  apart  from  infectious  disease,  are 

provided  b3’’  Hereford  Hospital  and  Brocon  War  Kemorial  Hospital, 
The  arrangements  for  thw  tr  catnent  of  infectious 
die ease  remain  the  same  as  in  previous  yoars. Cases  are  treated 
in  your  isolation  hospital  w}  ich  has  accomLr<odation  for  eight 
patients. 

Disinfection,  In  the  main  the  methods  used  for  armr  r equirod 

■“  disinfection  have  boeii  fumigation  and  sprap/ing. 

A modern  steam  disinfector  and  the  vehicle  for  the  removal  of 
infected  clothing  and  bedding  would  be  of  groat  use  in  the 
district . 


S;XT10H  3^  iW.Tixe.hTY  ixHD 

services  are 

administered  b^^-  the  Counter  Council  and  include  clinics  for 
maternity  and  child  welfare, dental, orthopaedic  and  visual  defects, 
and  expectant  mother s , Provision  is  also  made  for  the  supply  of 
free  and  cheap  rate  milk  and  medicinal  foods, The  supervision  of 
midwiveS, child  life  protection  and  the  care  of  premature  and 
illegitimate  infants  is  also  tho  responsibility  of  the  County 
Council . 

SECTIOII  1.  SANITARY  GIHCU:- .STAHCHS . 


■:j ter  Supply . 


During  the  year  the  w<ater  from  the  Hay  Common 


and  the  Llangwathan  supplies  was  satisfactory  in  quality. 

There  was  no  need  to  restrict  the  supply  in  the  day  time  during 
the  year. 

The  untreated  Llangvi^athan  has  boon  proved  in  the  past , however, 
to  be  subject  to  occasional  pollution. 

The  water  supply  has  no  pluiAbo  solvent  action. 

During  the  yeo.T  improvex'Aonts  ware  carried  out  to  the  into.ke 
chamber  covers,  95%  oi'  the  dwelling  houses  in  tho  district  have 
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Eay  Urban  District 


wator  laid  on. 

The  provision  of  an  adequate  and  wholesome  supply  of  water  still 
remains  a pressing  need  in  the  district  and  during  the  year  the 
Council  considered  a scheme  for  the  improvement  of  the  supply 
10  but  very  little  real  progress  was  made. 

Drainage  and  sev;erage . 

The  sev/age  in  the  district  is  not  treated 
in  any  way  but  is  discharged  direct  into  the  river  P/yo, 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  main  sower  w^as  extended  to  a site 
on  which  twenty  four  new  dwellings  are  being  erected, 

I'Tuiubcr  of  visits  made  by  sanitary  inspuctor  in  connection 
with  drainage  work. 31, 

Public  Cleansing,  There  was  no  change  in  the  methods  adopted 

for  the  twice  weekly  collection  and  disposal 
fof  house  refuse. This  work  is  done  by  the  Council  cmplcyoos  under 
the  supervision  of  7your  surveyor, The  refuse  is  then  disposed  of 
by  tipping. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  The  sanitary  inspection  of  the 

area  v/as  undertaken  by  the 

Sanitary  Inspector .Thw  following  details  give  information 
relating  to  the  v;ork  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year. 

/ 

Nuisances . 

Number  of  complaints  received,.... .....24. 

Nuj-io ^ r of  c o rap  1 aint  s inv  e s t ig at  ed . 24 . 

Number  of  promises  inspected 50. 

Nuiabor  of  promises  revisited .42, 

Nuribcr  of  prv.liminary  notices  served...- 14. 

Numeer  of  statutory  notices  served 0. 

There  has  been  great  difficulty  experienced  during  the  year  in 
carrying  out  rupairs  owing  to  the  li;nited  supply  of  building 
materials.lt  is  to  bo  hoped  that  a gruater  supply  of  material 
will  soon  bo  available  for  the  repair  of  domestic  property  to 
prcvcjnt  decent  property  deteriorating. 

Houses  lot  in  lodgings.  It  is  not  consid..rod  that  any  of  the 

houses  in  the  district  are  of  such  a 
no.ture  as  to  roqairo  control  under  byelav/s  made  under  Section  6 
of  the  Housing  Act ^ 1936. 

Offensive  Trades « There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  district. 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  There  arc  no  com  on  lodging  houses  in  the 

- district. 

Licensed  Premises, 


Numbor  of  visits  made  by  sanitary  inspector ,,.25, 

Number  of  notices  served .,1. 


Shops , 


Number  of  inspections  made 16 . 

Factories . There  are  nineteen  factories  in  the  district  and 

thirty  one  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the 
year, One  notice  was  served  and  this  v/as  complied  with, Much 


6/ 


Ed.j  Urban  District 


h> 


iuprovop.ont  is  roquired  in  scmo  of  tlio  fo.ctorios  but  shortage? 
of  labour  and  maturic.ls'  makos  one  hesito.nt  in  serving  the 
necossarA’-  notices  for  :aaJor  inprov orient s » There  was  no  outwork 
done  during  the  year. 

C reaping  ^ito_s.  There  is  no  licoiisod  emping  site  in  the  ^ 

district, 

■urad  i c c.^  o^_qf  Bed  Bugs  and  Steps  t-akun  to  cor.ioat  Inf  os  tat  ion  • 

Any  prciiisos  found  as  a result  of  inspection  or  coiiplaint  to  bo 
infestod  with  bod  bugs  or  cthor  vermin  is  treated  with  D.D.T. 
preparations 

Number  of  proinisos  inspected  for  vemin  during  yos.r 18. 

Number,  of  premises  treated 13. 


Rodent  Control,  One  full  time  rodent  eporacivo  is  engaged  by  the 

Council. This  same  eperotive  is  also  engaged  by 
the  Hay  Rural  Council. This  operative  v/orked  under  the  supervision 
of  the  sanitary  inspector. 


Number  of  premises  inspected  during  the  year 121, 

Number  of  premises  f'-und  infostec'. , 44 . 

ikiiTeer  of  premises  treated  by  rodent  operative 23. 

Bstimated  numoor  of  rats  killed  during  the  year 482  plus 

86  nice. 

Legal  Proceedings.  No  legal  proceedings  v;ero  und..rtakon  by  the 
■ Council  during  the  year. 

SLOT  I ON  5.  nOUSIi^. 

There  was  no  ax^preciable  difference  in  the 
housing  conditions  in  the  district  during  the  7/ear. Ov/ing  to  the 
cmiplete  cassation  of  building  operations  during  the  war  years 
the  housing  situation  was  acute. The  Council  had  under  construction 
24  houses  during  tho  year  but, at  the  end  of , the  year, owing  to  the 
grave  shortage  cf  building  materials  and  labour, none  of  those 
wore  near  completion. 


Number  of  house  to  house  inspections  made 13, 


ShCT TOB  6 . INS? BCT.^ON  AND, SIJPBRVISION  OF  FOOD . 

idlk.  Milk  sampling  in  the  district  is  carried  out  under  the 
National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme, Under  this 
scheme  an  attempt  is  made  by  tho  sanitsry  inspector  to  test  each 
retailor’s  milk  every  two  weeks .V/hclesale  milk  is  tested  at  the 
various  creameries .The  laboratory  functioning  under  this  scheme 
is  situated  at  Brecon, 

Under  this  scheme  milk  is  graded  into  tliroe  categories. 

Category  A G-ood  keeping  quality  milk. 

Category  B. ... .Doubtful  keoping  quality  milk. 
Category  C Poor  quality  milk. 


The'  results  of  tho  lilk  samples  taken  during 


below; 

Number  of  samples 
Nuiib or  of  r 0 suits 
Num.ber  of  results 
NuTAber  of  results 


taken  during  tho  year. . . . . 

in  Category  A.  . . « • 

in  Catogcry  B. 

in  Category  G 


the  year 


06»**»«* 


is  given 

. .174. 

. .101. 

• . o4 . 

. .39. 
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In  ad'lition  five  sc’^nplos  of  milk  were  tested  by  the  methylene 
oluc  test. All  five  were  reported  upon  o.s  unsatisfactory," 

Thero  is  no  slaughterhouse  in  the  district. All  meat  to 
the  district  is  supplied  from  the  j'Jinistry  of  Pood 
Slau.oi torino;  Point  at  Brecon. 

Other  Poods, 


kuinbor  of  tins  con:h,r*medc ,185. 

i'Tumbv^r  of  pounds  condor.inod 349, 

Food  F rep ar at i on  Rocr'is  ( Including  Bakehouses  ) . 

( 

Huiober  of  inspections  made 20, 

Ice  Ore  ri'.i  Prom  isos. 

dumber  of  inspections  made 25. 

Number  of  notices  served 1. 

Nuiooer  of  samples  taken 3. 


Those  three  samples  all  proved  unsatisfactory .and,  in  view  of 
the  risk  of  transmitting  disease  by  infected  ice  cream, the 
sanitary  inspector  paid  particular  attention  to  the  methods 
of  manuf  acture . Bach  retailor  v;as  circularised  v/ith  advisory 
leaflets  by  me, 

Prnserved  Food  Premises , 

Number  of  inspections  made  1 , 

Fish  and  Fried  F'ish  Shops . 

xTuitiOer  ol  inspections  iiiade  ...........o....... .11. 

SBCTION  7.  PnkVALhNCh  AND  GOilTROL  OF  INFLCTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  follov;ing  number  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  cases 
were  reported  to  iie  during  the  year, 

1 case  of  scarlet  fever. 

This  case  w-'.s  nursed  at  heue  and  therefore  the  isolation 
hospital  received  no  cases  from  your  district  throughout  the 
year. The  district  v/as  therefore  remarkably  free  from  infectiou 
disease  during  the  year, 

Venoral  Disease,  The  G'unty  Gouncil  has  an  agreement  with  the 

General  and  jiyo  Iicspital,S^!,;ansoa,for  the 
treatmunt  of  these  cases, The  tracing  of  contacts  and  the 
following  up  of  defaulters  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Gounty  Gouncil, 

Tuberculosis , The  following  details  shew  the  position  as 

regards  tuberculosis  in  recent  years, 

Nuaber  of  cases  on  the  register  at  cori.  encoment  of  3n)ar...l0, 


Number  f fresh  cases  added  during  the  year,. 3, 

Number  of  cases  romovod  due  to  death. ......2. 

Number  of  cases  removed  as  left  the  district ,1. 

Number  of  co.sos  left  on  register  at  . nd  of  ^rear ..........  ,10, 


. i V 

8/.  District* 

The  nu:-ber  of  nctif icn.tions  in  rocont  yonrs  is  shown  below; 

1939.  19  40.  1941.  1942  o 1945. 

0.  2.  4.  2.  3.  4.  4-.  3.  ^ 

The  Ci/unty  Council  is  recyonsiblo  for  i.bo  allownncGs  scheme . 

•n-i'.v  ti'-oi’D  c Ir.i'.unisaticn.  During  the  year  the  monthly  clinics 

purpose  of  im  uni  sing 

pVn  Viren  '^-^inst  denhtheria  were  contanuod.The  place  and  dat^. 

oiVSes  wore  ocvertisod  in  the  local  press  and  also 
;^-^trwer"  -'^viseC  in 'the  press  that  children  should  have  a 
?v1tA  ir-’oction  ^n  r.  selling  school  ago  .Continual  efforts  were 

b^thf  CoSnty  ?o«ncll4lc.lth  Visitor  to  got  os  nany  ohrldrcn 

a s possible  irmunised. 

Itocr  of  ohiliron  who  hr.d  oc^oplotoa  a full  course  of  immunisation 
at  any  tine  up  to  51st  Docomoer yl^ x6 . 

* anleiy  ‘ 

lluwbor  imaunised ......  0 14 . 23 . 28 . 22 . 20 . 2 . 

Itebor  vviunised  during  the  year. 

22,  1.  7- 

, -.  _,  .■  ,..i-  >,-T  j^-nt  that  "pdividual  record  cards  for  children 

Srho^ir-obi^t  sinoo^^lu^ 

thS'yat^blddvfnf 'Hollis  indivldualiy  cF  children  itnmunisod 
before  that  date, 

The  followin;^  f xsuros  show  the  extent  ypj^unlsation  in  tho 
under  'five  year  group  at  tno  on..  Cu.  ti..v-  j 

23 . 

SSd  ::r?hSo"cSil4;:hhnhh4i44Vh  l3t.l94o  25. 

Iluifoor  of  ohildron_ born  111  i i 32. 

IJumbor  of  these  mj^cu-itod  for  by  assunimj  that  chi '.dr on 

"rrSudSodhf  dilyict-  arc  brought  in  to  mo  from 

addresses  within  the  district).  gg_ 

Humber  of  children  .'jorn  -j.n^l94‘i. 


. . .23. 
. . .24. 
... 20 . 
. . .24. 
* . . 0 . 


i-aimeer  ox  eiixj-— >■  ^ 

Hunbmr  of  those  children_  oince  im  um  s..d. . . . - • • 

v.mhar  of  children  born  in  1940 : * ' : h'  ' ' 

libber  of  thoso  children  since  -irnuuni sod  by  uo. 

issb  of  ?iibf  :bbrhbibf  vbhbHbH-; 

The  above  fis-es  co.n  oe  conydorod  cxtrenoly 

hero  I must  pay  tribute  to  co-  locpd-'xi.^^^  largely  due. 

oontinupl  efforts  H^^fFiiphthlba  iiHthe  .district  during  tho 
There  w..re  no  cases  i dipnino.r-a  xi.. 

year,  » 

Yours  faithfully. 


T.C .R. George, 

Helical  Officer  of  Health 


